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that your horse is getiing enough hay for hindgut microbial fermentation to occut. A
distended abdomen is often referred to as a "hay belly” to describe an overweight
horse, even when the rest of his body is normal, but fat does not accumulate exten-
sively on the horse's lower albbdomen {belly).

Horses do accumulate fat in specific areas: neck, withers, back, rilbs, shoulders, and
tailhead. In 1984, Dr. Don Henneke, of Texas A&M University, developed a “body con-
dition scoring system” that categorizes horses’ condition based on the amount of fat
stored in these six areas. This system is still the mainstay for equine heaith professicnals. Instructions for using the Hen-
neke system are in Dr. Getty's comprehensive book on eguing nutrition, Feed Your Horse Like o Horse.
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